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Abstract

This Sansevieria has been known for a long time already and during a period of more than 30 years
it was found again and again in several locations within the Lowveldt right in the savanna in the
southeastern part of Zimbabwe near the border to Mozambique and South Africa, but it was never
given much attention. Some populations were probably destroyed due to human activity (urbanizati-
on, road building, etc.). It has been proven now that it is a new species with phantastic large flowers
that had not been officially described to date and the formal description is given here.

Introduction

Chahinian already mentions in his report about a tour through Zimbabwe a species he found to-
gether with Dave Richards 49 km south of Masvingo in the ground among rocky outcrops (Chahini-
an 1994, p. 38). “A small colony of these plants grew in sandy soil, in sunlight and semi-shade,
totally hidden in the grass” writes Chahinian and proposes Sansevieria sp. ‘Lowveldt’ as
provisional name for this Sansevieria since it is widely distributed in the so-called Lowveldt in
southern Zimbabwe according to Richards. (Chahinian 1994)

The word “Lowveldt” is of Durch origin and refers to a typical savanna landscape at roughly 300
metres above sea level (NHN), while the remaining part of the country is called “Highveldt” with
Harare lying an altitude of approximately 1500 metres above sea level.

Although the first findings were made more than thirty years ago, Chahinian and Richards unfortu-
nately did not have the opportunity to carry out further research, so I will provide a new description
if this long known species below:

Taxonomic treatment

Sansevieria mansfeldii M.J.SPINDL. sp. nov. (fig. 2-7)

Diagnosis
The new taxon differs from Sansevieria conspicua by its much slimmer and longer leaves which

clasp each other and are curved in cross-section, exhibiting a distinct zigzag pattern. Their white
flowers are not only larger, but they also stand out strongly with 7-9 flowers per cluster.
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Type

Collected by Hans Wolbert at the
immediate roadside approximately
20 km west of the Birchenough
Bridge in the direction of Masvin-
go. (W2601) on 18/07/2025 (Ho-
lotype: SRGH). (fig. 1)

Etymology

| —h.ﬁutale . .
N SIMBABWE ) I name this new species after Peter
N o fi. A. Mansfeld, book-author and edi-
/ [ e et tor of “Sansevieria Online” from
jExiemwars i Hamburg in Germany, who has

made a significant contribution to

8 the science and understanding of
\ \\ Sansevierias due to his almost 50
\ years of experience with Sanse-
. vierias, his countless articles in
i national and international jour-
nals, his work on new descriptions
and much more.

Description

Plant: Perennial, acaulescent with underground up to 30 mm thick cream-coloured rhizomes.
Leaves: 1-4 strictly upright, elongate lanceolate, surrounding each other conically, curved in cross-
section, 80 (-120) cm long, 7 cm wide and up to 5 mm thick, almost completely folded when dry,
tapering conically. Leaf apex non-uniformly hard. Leaf border narrow, reddish to whitish. Leaf co-
lour: Adaxial side light green with darker zigzag pattern, abaxial side dark green with lighter zigzag
pattern, sometimes with a slight bluish tinge. Adaxial side as if covered with fine sand, abaxial side
rough. Inflorescence: elongated thyrse, with helicoid cluster-like partial inflorescences, growing
from the middle of the leaves enclosing each other, densely arranged in clusters with 7-9 flowers
each, up to 90 cm high, fertile part approximately 45 cm long, diameter of the inflorescence up to
10 mm with up to 4 triangular bracts, 38 mm long, 10 mm wide, light green drying while flowering.
Flower: In acylically arranged, cymose partial inflorescences; peduncles apically articulate, 5-

6 mm long; petals on the outside light green with mauve longitudinal stripes on white ground, later
turning white entirely, inside white; Flowers 51-60 mm long, perianth tube 25-27 mm long, lobes
26-33 mm long, recurved. Flower colour white. Filaments as long as the lobes or slightly shorter.
Anthers open 3-4 mm long, greenish-yellow, stylus 58 mm protruding. Fruit: berry-like, single- to
tri-lobed, round, brightly orange, diameter 10-15 mm. Seeds: size 8-10 mm, rotund, hard.

Distribution and Conservation Status

In addition to the type location west of the Birchenough bridge smaller populations are found again
and again well hidden in the grass, in particular south of Masvingo. We can therefore assume that
Sansevieria mansfeldii is only slightly or not endangered. (LC)
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Fig. 24 — Sansevieria mansfeldii TYPUS, at the immediate roadside approximately 20 km west of the Birchenough Bridge in
the direction of Masvingo. (Photos: Hans Wolbert) - Fig. 5 — Sansevieria mansfeldii in Culture - Fig. 6 — inflorescence -
Fig. 7 — Solitary Flowers and Flower Clusters

Discussion

Among Dave Richards’ collection numbers some collections of 1993 are accompanied by the note:
swdansevieria conspicua group or Lowveldt-Type® (R 2271, R 2272, R 2274, R 2276D, R 2279).
(Butler 2012). They are all based on the excursions made together with Chahinian and they confirm
the statement that Sansevieria mansfeldii is obviously widely distributed. In a direct comparison
with S. conspicua some differences become apparent which are shown in Table 1 below:

Table 1 — Comparison

Species S. mansfeldii S. conspicua

Feature: In the present article Brown (1913)
Rhizome thickness [mm] 30 17-20
Rhizome bark, colour inside cream-coloured NA
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Species S. mansfeldii S. conspicua
Rrhizome bark, colour outside light brown reddish to purple-reddish
Leaves per stem 1-4 3-5
Length of leaves [mm] 800-1200 220-600
Width of leaves [mm] 70 50-80
Adaxial side of leaves slightly rough glabrous
Adaxial side rough glabrous
Basic colour of adaxial side of leaves light green dull green
Basic colour of abaxial side of leaves dark green, bluish dull green
Adaxial side leaf pattern dark green zigzag pattern light specks anlcilncie;rk longitudinal
Abaxial side leaf pattern light green zigzag pattern lighter specks
Leaf border colour narrow, reddish to whitish. reddish brown - dark brown
Inflorescence elongat.ed thyrsp, yvith helicoid elongat.ed thyrsp, yvith helicoid
cluster-like partial inflorescences cluster-like partial inflorescences
Inflorescence total length [mm)] 900 450-500
Peduncle diameter [mm] 10 8
Bracts at inflorescence 4-5 4-5
Length of bracts [mm] 38 30-90
Length of fertile part [mm] 450 250-300
Flowers per cluster 7-9 2-3
Length of bract [mm] 12 NA
Width of bract [mm] 3 NA
State of bracts during flowering Fresh green, later shrunken NA
Scent like vanilla NA
Articulation of peduncle apical apical
Length of peduncle [mm] 5-6 4-6
Colour of flower outside white greenish-white, dull white
Flower total length [mm] 51-60 63-73
Perianth tube length [mm)] 25-27 3842
Length of lobes [mm] 26-33 25-31
Length of anthers [mm] 34 NA
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